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Sanitary  Inspector: 

F.  T.  LEVESLEY,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 
Cert.  Institute  of  Housing. 
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COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

34  WATER  STREET, 
RHYL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Alecl  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  residents 
of  the  Aled  district  during  1952. 

The  report  follows  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Minister  of 
Health. 

It  shows  that  Aled  has  maintained  its  record  of  health.  All 
the  statistics  are  better  than  the  average  for  the  County. 

The  Report  includes  a summary  of  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey.  This  was  a big  task,  involving  the  inspection  of 
almost  2,000  houses.  The  findings  are  startling  in  that  over 
half  the  houses  in  the  area  need  some  degree  of  repair  or 
reconstruction.  Obviously  immediate  action  on  all  these 
houses  cannot  be  undertaken  but  we  hope  by  steady  pressure 
to  secure  that  they  are  brought  up  to  an  accepctable  standard. 
Indeed,  since  the  report  was  prepared  quite  a number  of 
properties  have  had  water  supply  and/or  drainage  modernised. 
The  greatest  obstacle  to  general  progress  is  the  Rent  Restric- 
tion Act — a typical  product  of  modern  statesmanship  good, 
shallow  legislation. 

The  report  in  general  shows  considerable  activity  but  little 
that  is  spectacular.  This  is  a matter  for  congratulation. 
When  the  Medical  Officer  or  Sanitary  Inspector  do  work  that 
is  of  news  value,  something  is  wrong.  The  less  we  are  heard 
of,  the  better  and  more  successful  our  work.  Here,  in  this 
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report,  is  a statement  of  steady,  successful  control  with  no 
fireworks.  That  such  should  be  achieved  is  largely  due  to  the 
unrecorded,  unnoted  efforts  of  your  officials.  While  the 
responsibility  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health  is  mine, 
the  brunt  of  the  effort  is  most  effectively  borne  by  Mr 
Levesley.  He  has  been  nobly  assisted  by  the  Surveyor  and  the 
office  staff  and  behind  all,  ever  ready  to  advise  and  support, 
is  Mr.  Brookes-Parry,  the  Clerk.  To  these  I would  express 
thanks. 

To  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  I must  also  express  appreciation  for 
your  general  encouragement  and  for  the  sense  of  comrade- 
ship in  a common  cause  that  you  inspire. 

I am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

WM.  McKENDICK, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  69,206 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  mid- 1952)...  7,149 

Inhabited  Houses 2,158 

Rateable  Value  31/12/52 £27,620 

Product  of  One  Penny  Rate £112/12/5 


The  Registrar  General  estimates  that  the  population  has 
increased  by  10. 

The  district  is  comprised  of  ten  Parishes:  Abergele  Rural, 
Bylchau,  Betws-yn-Rhos,  Cefn,  Gian  Conway,  Llanfairtal- 
haiarn,  Llansannan,  Llannefydd,  Llanelian-yn-Rhos  and 
Trefnant. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  an  accurate  statement  of  the 
population  of  each  Parish.  The  1951  Census  has  not  yet  been 
published  but  is  is  now  due.  Meantime  I give  a statement  of 
the  number  of  hereditaments  in  each  area.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  in  1892  properties  inspected  under  the  Rural 
Housing  survey,  the  average  population  was  3.2  per  house, 
some  idea  of  the  population  may  be  obtained. 


Parish  Houses 

Bylchau  152 

Cefn  161 

Llannefydd  227 

Llansannan 334 

Trefnant  265 

Abergele  (Rural)  147 

Betws-yn-Rhos 215 

Llanfair  T.H 311 

Llanelian  121 

Llansantffraid  (Gian  Conway)  576 


2,509 


The  area  is  essentially  agricultural.  The  farm  land  includes 
some  of  the  most  fertile  in  Wales  while  there  is  good  sheep 
grazing  on  the  hills  which,  in  places,  rise  to  a height  of 
1,400ft 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

55 

61 

116 

Legitimate  

53 

59 

112 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Birth  Rate  ner  1 000  Pnnnlatinn  

16.2 

Comparability  Factor 
Corrected  Birth  Rate 

0.91 

14.7 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male  Female  Totall 


Total 1 ...  1 ...  2 

Legitimate  1 ...  1 ...  2 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  0.28 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  

2 

1 

3 

Legitimate  

2 

1 

3 

Infant  Mortality 
All  three  children 

per  1,000  Births  

died  before  reaching  4 

weeks  of  age. 

26 

DEATHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

35  ...  41  ...  76 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  10.6 


Comparability  Factor  1.06 

Corrected  Death  Rate  11.2 

Deaths  from:  — 

(a)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  etc 0 

(b)  Cancer 15 

(c)  Tuberculosis 0 

(d)  Gastro-enteritis 0 


(e)  FTeart  and  Circulatory  Disease 42 


The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  for  the  Aled  area 
for  the  past  4 years,  together  with  those  for  England  and 


Wales  in  1952: — 


England 

and  Wales  Aled 


1952 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Population 

6985 

7195 

7139 

7149 

Live  Births 

— 

121 

109 

103 

116 

Corrected  Birth  Rates... 

15.3 

17.3 

15.1 

15.3 

14.7 

Still  Births 

— 

5 

4 

3 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  

0.35 

0.7 

0.55 

0.42 

0.28 

Deaths 

— 

75 

81 

89 

76 

Corrected  Death  Rate... 

11.3 

10.8 

10.3 

11.2 

11.2 

Infant  Deaths  

— 

4 

2 

5 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate... 

27.6 

33 

18 

47 

26 
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These  figures  show  that  Aled  is  in  every  repect  healthier 
than  the  average;  death  rate,  stillbirth  rate  and  infant  mor- 
tality rates  are  (after  correction  for  variation  in  population, 
age,  etc.)  lower  than  those  of  England  and  Wales.  Moreover, 
they  are  all  lower  than  the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer — Stomach  

1 

4 

5 

Cancer — Other  Sites  

Vascular  fiesions  of  Ner- 

6 

4 

10 

vous  System  

2 

4 

6 

Coronary  Disease  

5 

5 

10 

Hypertension  

0 

2 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease  

7 

12 

19 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  

1 

0 

i 

Bronchitis  

1 

0 

i 

Nephritis,  etc 

2 

1 

3 

Congenial  Malformations 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Ill-defined  Diseases 

5 

4 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

i 

0 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  

0 

3 

3 

35 

41 

76 

The  Parishes  in  which  these  deaths  occurred  were : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Abergele 

1 

3 

4 

Bylchau 

. ...  3 

3 

6 

Betws-yn-Rhos  

4 

4 

8 

Cefn  Meiriadog 

4 

2 

6 

Llanelian 

0 

2 

2 

Llanfair  T.H 

. ...  3 

3 

6 

Llannefydd  

1 

3 

4 

Llansannan  

5 

4 

9 

Llansantffraid 

11 

10 

21 

Trefnant  

6 

4 

10 

38 

38 

76 

Of  these  76  deaths,  23  occurred  in  other  districts  (e.g.  in 
Hospitals). 

There  were  3 infant  deaths,  all  due  to  prematurity  and/or 
congenital  defects.  One  lived  2 hours,  another  6 hours  and 
the  third  lived  1 week. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  116  births  attributed  to. 
the  Aled  area,  only  19  were  actually  registered  in  the  area. 
The  other  babies  were  born  in  hospital- — i.e.  84  per  cent,  of 
babies  are  born  in  hospital. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA.. 

1.  Laboratory  Services: — 

(a)  Bacteriological. — Samples  of  milk,  ice  cream,  water,, 
food  suspected  of  contamination,  etc.,  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  where  they  are 
examined.  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith,  the  Director,  is  also 
most  willing  to  advise  and  help  in  held  work — i.e.  re 
water  supply,  epidemics,  etc. 

Throat  swabs,  faeces,  blood,  cerebro-spinal  fluid, 
sputum,  etc.,  are  also  examined  and  reported  on.  These 
specimens  are  sent  by  doctors — but  as  these  doctors 
are  mainly  resident  in  other  areas  (e.g.  Abergele,  St. 
Asaph,  Denbigh,  Colwyn  Bay,  Llandudno  Junction)  it 
is  difficult  to  give  precise  figures  as  to  the  number  of 
specimens  sent  from  the  Aled  area  in  1952. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  sent  140  samples  (97  water, 
35  milk  and  6 ice  cream  and  2 sewage  effluent)  for 
examination. 

(b)  Pathological  and  Biochemical. — Doctors  may  send 
samples  of  any  material  likely  to  help  them  in  the 
diagnosis  of  disease,  to  the  Laboratories  established 
by  the  Clwyd  and  Deeside  Hospital  Management 
Committee  at  Rhyl  or  Colwyn  Bay.  Some  of  the  work 
is  done  locally,  the  rest  is  sent  to  the  main  laboratories. 

Blood  for  grouping  and  Rh.  testing  (especially  that 
taken  from  pregnant  women)  is  sent  to  the  Liverpool 
Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

(c)  Water. — Water  is  examined  both  chemically  and  bac- 
teriologically. 

(i)  Chemical. — This  tests  the  gathering  ground.  It  shows 
when  pollution  has  occurred  there  and  so  when  pre- 
cautions or  action  is  necessary  at  the  source.  The 
water  may  not  be  immediately  dangerous  but  the  risk 
is  potential.  The  test  was  only  applied  to  the  Colwyd 
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Water  which  supplies  the  Western  end  of  Aled  area. 
The  following  result  shows  that  the  water  has  a high 
degree  of  purity  : — 


Chemical  Analysis  (tap  on  rising  main),  18/8/52. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  Water: 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution 80.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates Nil 

Nitrites  Nil 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 10.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hrs.  at  80°F.  1.94 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  0.04 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.14 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc Nil 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment  Nil 

Temporary  hardness  in  degrees  Clarke 25.0 

Permanent  hardness  in  degrees  Clarke  5.0 

pH  Value  6.7 

Residual  Free  Chlorine less  than  0.01 


The  above  Chemical  Analysis  is  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Bacteriological. — This  shows  when  water  is  contami- 
nated and  is  an  immediate  danger.  When  the  report  is 
bad,  immediate  action  is  called  for.  Tests  are  made 
frequently  at  all  parts  of  the  district.  97  in  all  were 
made  during  1952. 

•(d)  Milk. — Milk  is  tested  for  adulteration  by  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Department  of  the  County  Council. 

The  Aled  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  samples  of  milk 
and  has  them  tested  for  keeping  quality  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


(a)  Infectious  Cases. — There  is  an  Ambulance,  owned  by 
the  Denbigh  County  Council  and  stationed  at  the  Colwyn  Bay 
Isolation  Hospital.  This  vehicle  is  reserved  for  the  transport 
of  infectious  in  the  area.  It  is  under  the  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

(b)  General  Cases. — Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Colwyn 
Bay,  Abergele,  Llangerniew,  Llanrwst  and  Denbigh.  In 
addition  there  are  cars  situated  throughout  the  area  for  the 
transport  of  sitting  cases.  These  cars  are  supplied  and  driven 
(for  a fee)  by  members  of  the  W.V.S.  and  also  by  professional 
taxi  owners. 
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This  service  is  now  administered  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  from  his  office  in  Colwyn  Bay.  (Tel.  Colwyn  Bay  2251 
"by  day  and  Tel.  2727  outside  office  hours). 

It  must  be  emphasised  that  free  transport  can  only  be  sup- 
plied when  requested  by  a doctor  and  supported  by  a medical 
certificate  except  in  the  case  of  severe  accidents  when  the 
“999”  telephone  service  is  available.  People  who  order  cars 
except  through  the  above  office,  will  have  to  pay  for  them. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  District  Nurses  are  now  provided  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil and  are  stationed  at  suitable  places  over  the  County. 

(b)  An  Organiser  has  been  appointed  and  efforts  have  ‘been 
made  with  increasing  success,  to  find  suitable  women  who  will 
be  available  in  need  to  act  as  Home  Helps. 

CLINICS. 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  only  one 
which  meets  in  the  area  is  at  Gian  Conway  where  a Child 
Welfare  Clinic  meets  at  2 p.m.  on  alternate  Mondays  in  the 
Church  House.  The  Aled  Council  feel  that  a Clinic  is  needed 
at  Llansannan  and  has  asked  the  County  Medical  Officer  to 
open  one  there.  Sympathetic  consideration  of  this  plea  is 
now  being  given. 

Colwyn  Bay:  At  the  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road. 

^Tuesdays:  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m.  each 
week. 

^Wednesdays  : Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.  (alternate  weeks). 

Thursdays:  Orthopaedic  Cline  at  10  a.m.  (alternate  weeks). 

Fridays:  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  9.30  a.m.  (on  first  and  third 
Friday  in  each  month). 

*Fridays:  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  2 p.m.  each  week. 

The  Obstetric  Consultant  attends  once  every  four  weeks  on 
a Thursday  when  he  sees  women  by  appointment.  These 
appointments  are  made  at  the  Friday  ante-natal  Clinic. 

Llysfaen: — 

*Church  House — alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child  Wel- 
fare. 
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Llanddulas: — 

*Beulah  School  Room — alternate  Mondays  at  2 p.m.,  Child 
Welfare. 

Mochdre: — 

*Church  House — alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child  Wel- 
fare. 

Llangerniew: — 

Once  each  month  on  a Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Abergele: — - 

Child  Welfare  Centre  at  2 p.m.  on  Thursdays. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  11.30  a.m.  on  alternate  Thursdays, 
(These  are  held  at  the  Council  Offices,  Pentre  Mawr, 
Abergele). 

Denbigh: — 

Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m.  on  Wednesdays. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  alternate  Wednesdays. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  first  and  third  Wednes- 
days. These  are  all  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane, 
Denbigh. 

As  I attend  all  those  Clinics  marked  * I can  say  that  they 

are  well  patronised  by  mothers  from  the  Aled  district. 


DAY  NURSERY. 

There  is  not  a day  nursery  in  the  area. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

These  diseases  are  treated  as  follows: — 

1.  Llandudno  and  District  Hospital : Every  Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

(Afternoon — females.  Evenings — males). 

2.  Chester  Royal  Infirmary:  Out-Patients’  Department; 

Males — Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m.  Saturdays,  noon.  Females 
— Mondays  5 to  7 p.m.  Thursdays  5 to  7 p.m. 

3.  Bangor,  Caernarvon  and  Anglesey  Infirmary:  Males — 

Wednesdays,  6 p.m.  Females — Fridays,  2 to  4 p.m. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Bylchau. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  work  on  the  first 
section  of  the  Bylchau  and  District  Water  Scheme  is  complete 
and  47  properties  are  connected  to  the  main.  It  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  the  rate  of  connections  to  this  new  supply  is  satis- 
factory. 

Trefnant. — A larger  capacity  booster  is  being  installed.  The 
need  for  a permanent  improvement  remains,  however,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  new  main  proposed  by  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  will 
provide  a better  supply  to  this  village. 

Llanelian. — Water  is  now  available  to  the  Village  from 
Colwyn  Bay. 

Llansannan. — The  Bylchau  and  District  Scheme  has  now 
reached  the  Village  and  connections  shoull  be  completed  in 
1953. 

Llannefydd. — This  Village  has  also  been  supplied  with  main 
water  from  the  Bylchau  and  District  Supply. 

Llanfairtalhaiam. — -An  improvement  in  quantity  of  water 
has  been  secured.  The  need  now  is  for  adequate  treatment 
of  the  water  which  by  repeated  bacteriological  examination 
has  been  shown  to  be  heavily  polluted. 


OTHER  SUPPLIES. 

There  is  nothing  to  report  on  remaining  supplies  which  have 
been  satisfactory. 

Assistance  has  been  given  wherever  possible  to  private 
owners  of  wells  and  springs  in  connection  with  the  suitability 
of  the  source  for  domestic  use. 


PRIVATELY  OWNED  SUPPLIES. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Schedule  of  Bacteriological  reports, 
the  supply  to  the  hamlet  of  Dolwen  is  not  satisfactory.  The 
matter  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  owners  and  in  the 
meantime  users  have  been  warned  to  boil  all  water  before 
drinking. 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 


Private  supplies  investigated 43 

Samples  taken  from  above 50 

Samples  satisfactory  21 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  samples  taken  47 

Number  satisfactory 33 

Number  unsatisfactory 14 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  houses  in  each 
parish  with  a piped  water  supply. 


With  main 

Parish  supply 


Abergele  Rural  36 

Bylchau  49 

Betws-vn-Rhos 64 

Cefn  100 

Gian  Conway  421 

Llansannan  120 

Uanfairtalhaiarn  118 

Llanelian  8 

Llannefydd 67 

Trefnant 191 
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The  above  total  shows  an  increase  of  104  houses  compared 
with  last  year’s  total. 


bacteriological  examination  of  public  water  supplies. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Trefnant.— -The  scheme  for  improvement  of  the  Trefnant 
duHngC1953rkS  “ n°W  fi”alIy  aPProved  and  will  be  completed 

This  work  will  remove  the  source  of  a nuisance  which  has 
existed  for  some  years  and  which,  with  the  greatly  increased 
number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewer,  would  have  become 
much  worse. 

Llanelian.  The  sewering  of  this  Village,  which  is  being 
carried  out  together  with  a piped  supply  of  water,  will  provide 
a substantial  improvement  in  the  health  services  to  the  ham- 

L|a,mefydd.— It  is  regretted  that  the  sewering  of  this 
lllage  is  not  progressing  as  was  hoped  last  year.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  difficulties  confronting  the  Council  in 
this  matter  will  shortly  be  resolved  and  that  this  most  vital 
work  will  be  completed. 


SEWERAGE  GENERALLY. 

1 he  Council  has  made  very  substantial  progress  during  the 
past  five  years  in  respect  of  provision  of  sewerage  facilities 
and  wherever  possible,  has  attempted  to  provide  sewerage 
disposal  wherever  main  water  is  available.  The  provision  of 
main  water  in  built  up  areas  without  sewers  can  result  in  the 
creation  of  unhygienic  conditions  through  the  disposal  of  sink 
waste  water  by  improvised  means. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  EFFLUENTS. 


Two  samples  of  sewage  effluent  were  taken.  One  from 
Uetws-yn-Rhos  was  satisfactory,  one  from  Llansannan  indi- 
cated the  need  for  improvement.  Adjustments  to  the  do  sin  o- 
system  were  found  to  be  necessary  and  were  carried  out.  & 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

TJ  1 e follow“18'  statement  has  been  supplied  to  me  by  Mr 
I.  H.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Denbigh  County  Council: 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in 
Aled  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 


Article 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine  or 
Sub-standard 

Milk  

8 

8 

Butter  

1 

1 



J am  

1 

1 



Bread  

1 

1 

— 

Beer  

1 

1 

— 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

13 

13 



All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  free 
from  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

17  Vicarage  Hill,  Chief  Inspector, 

Wrexham.  County  of  Denbigh. 

26th  May,  1953. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

1.  Diphtheria  and/or  Whooping  Cough. — Arrangements  have 

been  made  by  the  County  Council  for  the  immunisation  of 
infants  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough.  Family 
doctors  are  willing  to  give  this  service  and,  of  course,  the 
doctors  at  the  Welfare  Centres  are  ready  to  do  so.  The 
Health  Visitors  are  instructed  to  invite  parents  to  have  their 
children  immunised  soon  after  they  reach  the  age  of  six 
months. 

All  schools  are  visited  annually  so  that  children  of  44  to  5 
years  may  receive  stimulating  doses. 

It  is  satisfying  to  record  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  has 
occurred  in  the  Aled  area  for  four  years,  and  cases  of  whoop- 
ing cough  have  been  slight. 

2.  Smallpox. — Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  children  after 
the  age  of  two  months.  I am  glad  that  acceptances  are 
increasing. 

3.  Tuberculosis.— Immunisation  against  tuberculosis  is  not 
freely  offered  but  at  the  Clinics  the  Chest  Physician  is,  to  an 
increasing  degree,  treating  children  with  B.C.G.  after  adequate 
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tests  have  been  carried  out.  At  Child  Welfare  Climes,  the 
tuberculosis  test  is  also  done  on  children  where  thought 
necessary.  1 hope  that  this  service  will  become  increasingly 
popular.  ® 

Poliomyelitis.  Efforts  are  being  made  (and  are  pro- 
gressing rapidly)  to  secure  a suitable  and  effective  protection 
against  this  disease.  It  is  hoped  soon  to  offer  treatment  to 
all  children.  I do  not  doubt  but  that  when  available,  parents 
will  eagerly  seek  this. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infec- 
tious diseases  during  the  year,  classified  according  to  their 
age  groups : — 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Measles  

4 — 

109  — 

3 

45 

1 

s9 

T—i 

2 

7 

o 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 — 

1 

2 — 

12  — 

2 

— 

4 

1 

4 

1 — 
2 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 — 

1 

— 

129  — 

52 

60 

6 

8 

3 — 

Amongst  the  notifiable  diseases  there  was  one  death — due 
to  pneumonia. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Jt  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which 
authorises  me  to  exclude  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
tuberculosis  from  the  Milk  Trade.  I am  glad  to  state  that 
victims  of  this  disease  who  handle  food  for  sale,  have  quickly 
Responded  to  our  call  for  care  and  have  realised  that  they  can 
be  a danger  to  others. 
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During  the  year.  Miss  Thomas  was  appointed  Health 
Visitor  for  Tuberculosis  in  this  part  of  the  County.  She  is 
employed  by  the  County  Council.  Her  work  with  the  Medical 
Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  become  increasingly  close 
and  is  productive  of  much  good.  She  visits  each  notified  case 
— teaching  and  advising  and  her  work  is  great  in  the  preven- 
tive field. 

The  Chest  Physician  and  his  staff  have  been  most  helpful 
in  the  work  of  controlling  tuberculosis  and  1 gladly  acknow- 
ledge their  co-operation.  They  have  drawn  my  attention  to 
special  cases  where  joint  action  could  be  helpful — e.g.  housing- 
defects  or  overcrowding,  school  problems,  child  welfare 
difficulties.  This  I welcome. 


New  Cases  during  Year  Deaths  during  Year 


Age  Periods  Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


0—  1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1-  4 

5—9 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10—14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—19 

















20—24 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23—34 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 44 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

65  upwards  ... 

1 

1 

Total  

5 

8 

2 

No.  of  Cases  on  Register 
1/1/52. 

Pulmonary  (Male)  17 

Pulmonary  (Female) 19 

— 36 

Non-Pulmonary  (M) 4 

Non-Pulmonary  (F)  1 


No.  of  Cases  on  Register 
31/12/52. 

Pulmonary  (Male)  17 

Pulmonary  (Female) 23 

— 40 

Non-Pulmonary  (M) 4 

Non-Pulmonary  (F)  2 


41 


46 
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The  following 
Physician,  Dr.  E. 


statement  was  sent  to  me  by  the  Chest 
Clifford-Jones : — 
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(a)  Definitely  Tuberculosis  1 3 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  complete  — 

(c)  Non-Tuberculosis 3 3 2 4 

(d)  Tuberculosis  Transfer 

Cases  


4 6 2 


4 - - - - 16 


Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  during  1952  fold 

and  new  cases)  

Number  of  Domiciliary  Visits  during  1952  ...  ...  ... 


RAINFALL. 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  E.  Oliver  Jones,  Engineer  to  the  Con- 
way and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water  Board,  for  the  following- 
statement  giving  the  Rainfall  Returns  at  Cowlyd  Lake 
together  with  the  consumption  of  water  within  the  Parish  of 
Llansantffraid  (Gian  Conway)  during  the  year  1952: 


Month 


Inches 


January  

February 

March  

April  

May 

June  

July 

August 

September  ... 

October  

November 

December 


12.27 

4.16 

5.40 

4.87 

2.59 

6.39 

2.32 

7.23 

11.50 

13.99 

8.25 

9.72 


No.  of  days 
with  0.01  ins. 
or  more 
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12 

12 

14 

10 

14 

11 

15 
20 
14 
14 

16 


88.69 


173 
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CONSUMPTION  OF  WATER. 


Llansantffraid. 

January  

February  

March  

April 

■May 

lune  

July  

August  

September 

October  

November  , 

December  


1,956,100  gallons 

1.624.000  gallons 
1,900,300  gallons 

1.821.000  gallons 

2.046.000  gallons 

1.917.000  gallons 
1 ,844,500  gallons 

1.891.000  gallons 

1.623.000  gallons 
1,844,500  gallons 

2.025.000  gallons 
1,785,600  gallons 


22,278,000  gallons 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Collections : Once  per  fortnight. 

Premises  from  which  refuse  removed:  1,327. 
Loads  removed : 595. 

Total  cost  including  Loan  charges:  £1,613  14s.  2d. 
Cost  per  load  removed : £2  14s.  3d. 

Cost  per  collection:  11. 2d. 

Vehicles  used:  One  (7  cubic  yards). 

Men  employed:  Three. 


ARTICLES  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  AS  BEING 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


Article  Condition 

17  14L16  tins  Fruit  and  Vegetables Blown 

1 101b.  tin  Cooked  Ham Blown 

10  144-16  tins  Meat  Products Blown 

2 14oz.  tins  Evaporated  Milk Blown 

1 lib.  tin  Marmalade .'  Blown 
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1 Carcase  Lamb Oedema 


RETAIL  MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Visits  and  Inspections  33 

Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  29 

Samples  taken  for  Biological  Examination  6 

Humber  of  Registered  Distributors 8 

Supplementary  Licences  Issued  2 


Results  of  samples  : — 


Pasteurised  (including  School  milk)  

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  

Non-designated 

Biological  


Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory. factory. 

10  ...  a /*,; . 

13  ...  ■ 

6 ...  9 

6 ...  « .. 


ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 

cream  Nil 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  9 

Number  of  new  registrations  1 

Number  of  samples  taken  6 

Samples  in  Category  1 6 

Samples  in  Category  2 — 

Samples  in  Category  3 — 

Samples  in  Category  4 — 


SHOPS. 


Number  of  shops  in  district 37 

Number  of  inspections 23 

Informal  notices  served — 


Informal  notices  complied  with 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 


Number  in  district 12 

Number  inspected 1 5 

Informal  notices 2 


One  of  the  three  licensed  premises  referred  to  last  year  as 
being  below  standard  has  been  modernised.  Provision  of 
adequate  sanitation  in  another  remains  unprovided  owing  to 
the  absence  of  drainage. 

Work  is  in  hand  in  respect  of  the  third  licensed  house. 


CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Apart  from  the  licensed  houses  referred  to  above  there  are 
few  cafes.  All  the  cafes  and  other  premises  where  meals 
are  prepared  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  maintained. 
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SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  schools  in  district 13 

Inspections  and  re-visits  14 

Informal  notices  outstanding 2 

Informal  notices  complied  with  — 

Private  Schools  in  district  4 


PUBLIC  HALLS. 


The  public  hall  in  the  district  were  inspected  during  the 
year  and  informal  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  one 
hall  having  inadequate  sanitary  accommodation. 


CAMP  SITES  (Sec.  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 


Licensed  Camp  Sites  3 

Licences  to  Station  Caravans  4 


During  the  year,  three  applications  to  use  land  for  camping 
sites  were  received.  One  was  refused  by  the  Council.  Two 
were  approved  by  the  Council  but  refused  by  the  County 
Planning  Authority. 

Licences  to  station  two  caravans  for  a limited  period  were 
also  granted. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  ...  8 

Number  of  rooms  where  disinfection  required  6 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT, 

1938. 


Number  of  licences  to  slaughter  issued 9 

Number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  — 

Number  of  Knackers’  Yards 1 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 


Number  of  farms  inspected 748 

Number  of  infestations  found  22 

Number  of  business  premises  inspected  38 

Infestations  found  3 

Premises  treated 29 

Council  properties  inspected 14 

Council  properties  treated 9 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


Matters  dealt  with,  apart  from  those  already  referred  tn 
under  separate  headings,  were  as  follows: ' 


Complaints  Received. 


Drainage  ..  .. 

Food  3 

Water  Supply 2 

Housing  Defects  1 

Refuse  Collection  12 

Camping  ...  3 

Food  1 

Miscellaneous 3 
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All  the  above  were  dealt  with  without 
action. 


recourse  to  forma! 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

The  following  Schedule  shows  the  position  regarding  the 
making  of  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Act.  ' 

x asTvisjss; 

°f  housin»  •>»»■«  „o, 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 


nf  Ihf  r L'rl1  H°USing  Survey  is  now  complete  and  a summary 
of  the  findings  is  appended.  It  shows  that  1,982  houses  were 

thc  Samt-,nSPeiCted'  i l hlu  WaS  a long  and  arduous  task,  and 
Smpkted  iL  SPC  aS  t0  be  con&rat^ated  on  having 


1 would  remind  you  of  the  method  of  classification. 


Category  Condition  of  House 

1 Satisfactory  

2 ...  Minor  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 ...  Requiring  repair,  alteration  or  im- 

provement   

4 ...  Requiring  reconditioning  

3 ...  Unfit  for  habitation  and  incapable  of 
repair  at  reasonable  expenses 


Suggested  Action 
None. 

In  formal 

Housing  Act,  1936, 
Secs.  9 and  11. 
Above,  or  Housing- 
Act,  1949. 

Housing  Act,  1936,. 
Sec.  1 1 and  25. 
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It  will  he  noted  that  1,095  of  the  houses  inspected  come  into 
categories  3 and  4.  They  arc  not  now  satisfactory,  but  can 
be  made  so  at  a price.  There  is  the  rub.  The  Rent  Restric- 
tion Acts— excellent  in  intention — have  made  it  wellnigh 
impossible  for  an  owner  to  keep  property  in  repair.  Building- 
costs  are  inordinately  high  and  any  substantial  reconstruction 
or  improvement  must  lead  to  substantial  increases  of  rent  if 
the  owner  is  not  to  be  out-of-pocket.  We  must  study  the 
whole  landlord-tenant  system  with  unbiased  eyes. 

We  must  face  that  fact  that  a good  house,  with  reasonable 
amenities,  cannot  be  let  at  the  few  shillings  a week  which 
our  grandfathers  were  accustomed  to  pay.  Costs,  money 
values  and  wages  are  vastly  different.  The  rent  of  Council 
houses  is  related  to  current  cost,  and  it  seems  proper  that 
other  houses  should  be  so  related.  The  position  of  the 
ordinary  owner  is  hopelessly  uneconomic  but,  having  said  that, 
we  must  also  face  the  fact  that  many  owners  have  not 
accepted  their  proper  responsibilities  in  the  past.  In  some 
cases  the  owners  were  profiteers  of  the  worst  type  and 
deserve  no  sympathy  whatever.  Others  invested  their  savings 
in  cottage  property  in  the  expectation  that  rent  was  interest 
on  capital,  forgetting  that  property  is  a diminishing  asset, 
needing  more  and  more  repairs  as  years  pass. 

Somehow  we  must  strike  a balance  between  the  economic 
return  of  the  good  owner  and  a reasonable  rent  for  the  tenant. 
We  cannot  afford  to  lose  these  houses.  In  Aled,  1,095  of  our 
houses  need  work  done  on  them.  The  owners  have,  in  many 
cases,  written  them  off  as  undesirable  and  would  gladly  give 
them  away.  New  houses  cannot  replace  them.  In  our 
opinion  they  can  all  be  made  fit  and,  if  properly  treated,  would 
have  a useful  life  of  at  least  30  years.  I doubt  if  they  could 
be  brought  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Housing  Acts. 
I am  certain  that  is  not  necessary ; they  can  be  made  into 
comfortable,  healthy  homes.  Authorities  and  Central 
Departments  forget  that  the  house  should  comply  with  the 
needs  of  people  rather  than  with  the  needs  of  Statutes. 

I hope  that  this  report  will  be  kept  in  mind  and  that  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  secure  the  improvement  of  these  1,095 
houses.  This  will  not  be  easy  or  cheap. 

Owners  will  be  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  the  pro- 
visions of  Sec.  20  of  the  Housing  Act.  1949,  and  I hape  that 
they  will  be  granted  loans  for  the  repair  of  unfit  property. 
The  provision  of  main  water  supplies  and  sewerage  in  certain 
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( 


1 anshes  is  a great  advance  and  will  enable  properties  to  be 
equipped  with  hot  water  systems  and  baths  It  is  the 

S7nrIS-P'01Cyft0ud°  everything  possible  to  assist  owners  in 
the  provision  of  these  amenities. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1 Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year.— The 

SeTuS  madG  f°r  the 

(1)  (a)  JSSs 598 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  included  under  sub-head  (!) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  533 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  notice yj 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 19 

o Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  —Sec 
9,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Stidwd1^  h°USe-  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notice  j 

Sec.  11  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(3)  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not 

to  re  let  accepted  from  owners 4 

(4)  Number  of  such  houses  subsequently  made  fit  and  re-let  1 


4.  Overcrowding. 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
.Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .. 


to  the  Council  ... 


5.  Miscellaneous.— Two  houses  in  clearance  areas  and  two 
subject  to  notices  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  remain 


Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise 
Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council 


SUMMARY  RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 
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495  246  272  198  146  175  124  114  103  109  1982 

*Since  the  completion  of  the  survey  47  houses  in  Bylchau,  15  in  Llansannan  and  47  in  FJannefydd  have  a piped  water  supply;  also 

8 in  Llanelian-yn-Rhos, 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

APPLICATION  FOR  IMPROVEMENT  GRANT,  SECTION  20, 

(To  31/3/1953). 


Ref.  No.  Remarks. 


Pinal  Decision  and 
Amount  of  Grant. 


Decision. 


Ji.A.  1 Conversion  of  two  Cottages  into  one. 

iotal  cost  in  excess  of  grant  ceiling. 
Submitted  as  special  case 

H.A.  2 Farm  house.  Proposed  additional 
bathroom  and  new  bedroom  with 
separate  staircase.  Scheme  not 
accepted  by  Welsh  Office  owing  to 
proposed  bedroom  being  isolated  unit 

H.A.  3 Conversion  of  two  farm  workers’ 
cottages.  Approved  but  owner 
refused  to  comply  with  tenancy 
agreements  and  application  was  with- 
drawn   

H.A.  4 Improvement  to  farm-house.  With- 
drawn by  applicant 

H.A.  S Farm  workers  cottage.  Disapproved 
by  Council  as  being  below  standard 
after  completion  of  work  

H.A.  6 Farm  house.  Disapproved  by  Council. 

Condition  below  standard  required... 

H.A.  7 Farm  house.  Approved  by  Council. 

Disapproved  by  Welsh  Office  owing 
to  inadequate  lighting  of  staircase 
and  lobby  

H.A.  8 Farm  -House.  Bathroom,  W C.,  drain- 
age and  larder  

H.A.  9 Farm-house.  Disapproved  as  scheme 
did  not  bring  premises  up  to  standard 

H.A.  10  Farm-house.  Additional  bedroom, 
bathroom,  drainage,  etc 

H.A.  11  Farm-house.  Drainage  works,  bath- 
room, etc 

H.A.  12  Private  house.  Reconstruction,  bath- 
room, etc 

H.A.  13  Two  cottages  owned  by  Council. 

Application  under  Section  15.  Dis- 
approved by  Welsh  Office.  Inadequate 
headroom  in  bedrooms  and  inadequate 
lighting 

H.A.  14  Private  cottage.  Bathroom,  larder, 
reconstruction,  wash  house  and  larder 


Disapprove. 


Disapprove. 


Approve 


Disapprove. 
1 iisapprove. 

1 lisapprove. 

Approve 

Disapprove. 

Approve 

Approve 

Approve 

Disapprove. 

Approve 


Grant. 


(No  Grant  paid) 


£158  19  0 


£147  11  0 
£116  0 0 
£199  0 0 


£107  0 0 


Final 

Decision  and 

Ref.  No 

Remarks. 

Amount  of  'Grant. 

Decision. 

Grant. 

H.A.  15 

Private  house. 

Reconstruction  and 

drainage  works  

Approve 

£2/5 

0 

0 

H.A.  16 

Farm-house.  Bathroom,  drainage,  etc. 

Approve 

£140 

0 

0 

H.A.  17 

Farm-house, 
drainage 

Reconstruction  and 

Approve 

£245 

0 

0 

H.A.  18 

Private  house. 

Bathroom,  drainage, 

etc.  (Deferred  pending  completion  of 
sewer  in  parish). 

H.A.  19 

Private  house 

Additional  bedroom 

and  improvements  

Approve 

£163 

0 

0 

H.A.  20 

Farm  workers 
tion  

Cottage.  Reconstruc- 

Approve 

£177 

0 

0 

H.A.  21 

Farm  house.  ") 

H.A.  22 

Private  house 

Approved  by  Coun- 

H.A.  23 

do. 

■ cil.  W e 1 s h Office 

H.A.  24 

do. 

decision  pending. 

H.A.  25 

do.  J 

H.A.  26 

do.  ) 

H.A.  27 

do. 

H.A.  28 

do. 

Receiving  attention. 

H.A.  29 

do.  J 

Of  the  20  Applications  completly  dealt  with1  to  31st  March,  1953,  it  will  be 
seen  that  10  were  approved  and  10  disapproved.  The  total  amount  of  grants 
approved  for  payment  being  £1,728  10s.  0d. 
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